NSPIRG Project Funding Application [image: ]
NSPIRG holds four project funding rounds each year for projects in  
social and environmental justice. 
Applicants can apply for up grants of up to $500. 
NSPIRG is a non-profit, non-partisan social and environmental justice  
research and resource centre for Dalhousie University, the University of  
King's College, as well as the broader Halifax community and Nova  
Scotia generally. Our funding rounds are designed to support other grassroots initiatives with  similar mandates to empower, educate, and inspire action on social justice and environmental  issues. 
We recognize the lack of funding for student projects, for autonomous or marginalized groups,  and for groups taking radical measures to ensure social change. Therefore NSPIRG seeks to  provide financial support for student and community members who are working on research or  action initiatives related to social or environmental justice, and who may not be able to find  sufficient funding elsewhere, especially funding that will allow them to remain independent from  corporate or government interests. 
The NSPIRG Funding Committee, and the NSPIRG Board of Directors, make funding decisions.  The NSPIRG resource coordinator (reachable at resource@nspirg.ca) is responsible for  logistics and disbursements of grants. 
Project Criteria 
Projects will be evaluated on the following selection criteria: 
1. Social and/or environmental justice related 
Applicants are responsible for demonstrating why their project is relevant to social or  environmental justice and how it falls under one or more of the following components of  NSPIRG: research, education, and/or action. While NSPIRG may provide funding to cultural  events that serve to implicitly empower marginalized communities through visibility and  celebration, preference is given to applications that explicitly address social and environmental  justice. 
2. Local focus 
Preference will be given to projects that take place in Nova Scotia that contribute to the  community in which they take place. No preference is given to projects that occur in Halifax over  projects that occur elsewhere in Nova Scotia. Applications that propose projects that have no  connection to Nova Scotia will not be considered; including those that do not take place in Nova  Scotia or bring education or information back to a Nova Scotian community. 
Proposals where a large amount budgeted is allocated to travel (either of applicants or of invited  participants) will not be given priority. Applications requesting travel funding for events outside  of Nova Scotia must justify with strong arguments how the expense can have a sustainable  impact on local efforts or communities upon return of the applicant(s). 
It is an asset (but is not required) that projects include a public education component with a  focus on the Dalhousie or King’s campus, so as to ensure inclusion of our core membership.
3. Marginalized Populations 
Focus on initiatives that are run by, or are in solidarity with, ‘marginalized’ groups including but  not limited to racialized persons, women, persons with disabilities, LGBTQ persons, indigenous  persons, etc. 
4. Limited Funding Opportunities 
Initiatives that may have limited access to funding from the government, corporations or other  NGOs will be given preference. These limitations may be due to an ethical or moral conflict of  interest, or because of controversial content. 
5. Redundancy and Viability 
Preference will be given to projects that are viable (realistic in its scope) and are not redundant  (not already covered in the city by other groups). 
6. Continuity, Sustainability, and Recurring Applicants 
Preference will be given to projects that are related to ongoing struggles, movements, and  communities, and to projects that demonstrate working relationships with local groups and  organizations, including NSPIRG. 
We will accept multiple applications from the same project, with a maximum funding limit of  $1000 per project per year. 
7. Anti-Oppression framework 
Preference will be given to applicants that demonstrate an understanding of an anti-oppression  framework and how it relates to their proposal. 
8. Turtle Island 
In order to counter the perpetuation of colonial geographical mapping on Turtle Island and to  recognize the illegitimacy of settler borders, NSPIRG shall consider with equal weight  applications from indigenous peoples from regional north-eastern North America, the seek to  address any of the following: 
a. exercise traditional governance and customs in the face of state control and  bureaucratization; 
b. seek redress and reparations for acts of genocide and assimilation; 
c. oppose corporate development on their lands; 
d. push back against the oppression of hetero-patriarchy imposed by settler society; e. struggle against poverty and systemic marginalization in urban areas; 
f. criticize unjust land claims and treaty processes and/or; 
g. affirm their own languages, customs, traditions, creative expression and spiritual practices. 
Other Helpful Notes for Applicants: 
• Applications are stronger if they are more exact. Providing exact quotes and estimates  will make your application stronger than if you guess at how much things will cost. ◦ Example of a strong application: $172.50 for a megaphone from Long &  McQuade ($150 + 15% tax) 
◦ Example of a weak application: $200 for "Supplies" 
• Applying for the full $500 "just because you can" does not increase your chances of  getting it. All proposed expenses must have quotes or be justified in the project  description.  
• It does not increase your chances of being funded to keep secret other sources of  funding. The funding committee can usually tell if a project looks like it has funding or 
support from another source; your application is always stronger if it is up-front and  clear. 
• Projects that involve work for school or university credit are permitted to apply. These  applications will be evaluated using the same criteria as all other projects; they will not  be granted special priority or be immediately rejected. 
• We accept recurring funding applications from the same project, and encourage ongoing  working relationships with NSPIRG. There is a maximum funding limit of $1000 per  project per year. 
• The amount of money allocated for projects may depend on how many requests there  are in a particular funding round and doesn’t necessarily reflect the value the board  places on the project (ie. A project may receive more money if they’ve applied in a less  competitive funding round).  
• Applications for retro-active funding are permitted. 
Application Procedure 
• Applications can be submitted via email to info@nspirg.ca or in person at the NSPIRG  office. If you submit your application in person and no one is here, you may wish to  follow up via email or phone to confirm receipt. 
• Alternatives to text-based applications are possible. Please contact the Resource  Coordinator for more information. 
• We will confirm receipt of your application via email or phone. 
• If you have any questions about the funding process, please refer to the Funding policy  and/or contact us. 
Follow-Up Procedure 
• Applicants will be contacted within two weeks of the funding deadline with an expected  date of the funding decision 
• After a deadline has passed, the NSPIRG Funding Committee will meet to review  applications. This committee brings a recommendation to the NSPIRG board, where the  final decision is made.  
• Applicants may be contacted with follow-up questions from the committee. • All applicants will be contacted with a final decision on their application. If an application  is rejected, efforts will be made to explain why, and how/if NSPIRG as an organization  can offer support in other ways, if the application can be made stronger, and when the  next funding deadline is. Please remember that we often receive far more applications  than we have money to fund! 
If Your Application is Approved: 
• A representative from the funding committee will contact you with your grant amount and  next steps. 
• You will have three months to spend the grant. 
• In order to be reimbursed for a grant, you must submit: 
◦ Receipts for all expenses outlined in your budget 
◦ The full name of the person the cheque will be made out to 
◦ A brief report giving an overview of the project and how the funding was used • You must contact the Resource Coordinator if:
◦ Your proposed budget changes from what was described in your application ◦ You need to request an extension of your grant deadline 
◦ You wish to request that the grant funding be paid out in multiple, smaller  increments, instead of one total amount 
• We ask that you acknowledge NSPIRG's support of your project in ways that make  sense for your work. This is one of the main ways we promote the funding we do! You  will be provided with NSPIRG logos or materials to help with this. 
Please Note: Failure to meet the conditions, without communication with NSPIRG, may result in  your grant being revoked.
Application Form [image: ]
• Please submit this application form to info@nspirg.ca, or in  
person at the NSPIRG office. 
• If submitted electronically, we accept the following file formats:  
.doc, .docx, .pdf, .odt 
• If submitted electronically, the file name must include 1) your  
name or your project's name, and 2) the words “Funding  
Application” 
Date: 
Project Title: 
Contact Name(s): 
Phone Number(s): 
Email Address(es): 
Amount Requested from NSPIRG ($500 maximum):  
Project Objectives 
What are your project goals? Be specific: how will you gauge the success of your project? 
Project Description 
Describe the details of your project: location, participants, outcomes, etc. 
Project Budget 
Provide a detailed budget for your project. This must include: 
• The amount requested from NSPIRG 
• ALL other funding sources and other potential sources of funding that are being  requested. (failure to disclose another source of funding may result in your grant being  revoked) 
• Your projected expenses. 
◦ Please Note: the more detail you provide, the stronger your application will be!  Projected quotes are helpful.  
▪ For example: 
• Great application: $175 for 1500 stickers, with a quote provided from a store • Poor application: $200 for campaign supplies (with no other detail provided) 
Project Timeline 
Start date and end date of your project, and a proposed timeline of when stages of work will be  completed. 
History of Collaboration 
If your project has a previous relationship with NSPIRG, can you describe it? (This is for our  records; groups new to working with NSPIRG are still treated equally!) 
Sponsorship 
If funded, would it be possible to communicate/indicate NSPIRG sponsorship? How would you  do this? (We can provide logos, etc., for this purpose)
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